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THE FORMATION OF WEST VIRGINIA. 

CHAPTER I. .;.; 

INTRODUOTORY. 

The sevarance of West Virginia from the mother State was 
a tragic event in the history of our Civil War. Virginia was 
the oldest and proudest State in the Union. Her soil was 
"sacred soil." It had been the theater of many of the historic 
events in the childhood of our Republic, from the settlement at 
Jamestown to the surrender at Yorktown. It had furnished the 
explorers of our new country, the warriors to win its independ
ence, the statesmen to build its government, it was "the Mother 
of Presidents." Its population were a peculiar people. They 
gloried in the pre~tige of their State. There was more State 
pride in Virginia than in any of the States. Every man was 
proud to call himself a Virginian and trace his ancestry to the 
"First Families." It was strange, therefore, that a division of 
this "sacred soil" should have been one of the incidents of the 
war. It was strange, too, that it should be the only division 
accomplished in a war for division, and that it should be brought 
about by the party opposed to division as against the party fight
ing to divide. 

The manner of division is also interesting and instructive 
in its details. It is a strategic chapter in our political history-
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legislative measure that western delegates might desire, however 
urgent and equitable, that could have any chance of adoption 
except at the pleasure of the dominating money power of the 
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a mammoth scale. Railroads, canals, turnpikes, bridges, &c., &c., 
were built ad libitum, from the public revenues . .,. But althougb 
the "Peasantry of the West" were contributing an unequal pro
portion of the money, none of these internal improvements were 
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even a broad turnpike could be obtained for the western section. 
This policy continued until a debt approximating forty million 
dollars was piled up against the State--which is not paid to 
this day, although the old State has set apart one-third of it 
which she desires the New State to carry. The following facts 
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To railroads ......................•• $13,369,127.50 
Navigation companies............... 4,749,666.30 
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strange that the two sections parted. It is strange that the~ 
remained together as long as they did. 

The succeeding pages will disclose the logical steps by 
which the severance was accomplished, and West Virginil 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE SECESSION CONVENTION. 

The Secession Convention-so called-which assembled at 
Richmond on the 13th day of February, 1861, was a very able 
body of men. As "night brings out the stars," so the gloom and 
anxiety which overspread the country at this time, brought to 
the front the most prominent and experienced men in public 
affairs. The people were disposed at this time to commit their 
interests only to the most able and accomplished of their public 
men. Every locality sent the "pick of the flock." No more 
statesman-like assemblage had ever convened in the state whioo 
had always been proud of her distinction as the "Mother d 
Statesmen." 

This was not, at the beginning, a secession Convention. !1 
a vote had b~en taken on the first roll-call a very large ma.jority 
of its members would have· been found opposed to seceding f~m 

,tlIe Federal U nian. There was a leaven of secessionists present, 
fairly proportionate in number to the popular sentiment in the 
State, but enough, indeed, to leaven the whole lump. Although 
in the minority, it was the aggressive, active, and determined 
element in the Convention. It was strong in debate, fertile in 
resources, diplomatic and far-sighted in its pla.ns, courageous 
and swift in action. 

Virginia had wheeled about from her Democratic moorings, 
in the recent presidential election, and cast her vote for John 















JOlIN S. CARLILE. 





















































CHAPTER VII. 

THE "MASS CONVENTION" AT WHEELING. 

The morning of the 13th of May, 1861, witnessed an excit
ing and eventful scene on the streets of the city of Wheeling. 

This was the day appointed for the assembling of what was 
popularly termed the "Mass Convention." Hither had come, 
in large numbers, the representatives of the people of the west
ern counties to confer and determine upon a course of action 
that involved momentous interests. They were new men on & 

new mission, but they had the courage of their convictions, and 
were intensely serious and resolute in their purpose. Everybody 
was interested in the event, although he had no active connection 
with it. The interest of the whole popUlation of the city cen
tered in the movement, for the time being. 

It might be said, too, that these delegates had no very 'Well 
defined idea of what they were there for. Their mission had 
not been exactly determined or expressed. It WIl8 an irregular 
kind of proceeding. No statute law or constitution authorized or 
gave jurisdiction to the Convention. No official authority could 
be found fOl' the calling of the Convention or the appointment 
of delegates. It was one of the steps in a revolution. It 
emanated directly from the people. It might be said to derive 
its authority from that provision of the Bill of Rights which 
declares that: "Government is instituted for the common ben
efit, protection, and security of the people, nation or commu-
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CHAPTER X. 

LAYING THE FOUNDATION OF A NEW STATE. 

The Convention which had adjourned in June, and contin
ued its life by an order to reconvene on the 6th of August, re
assembled in Wheeling on the latter date. 

It was tacitly understood that the primary object of this 
second session was the formation of a new State. The adjourn
ment was to afford time to mature the plans, stimulate public 
sentiment in its favor, and provide for complying with all the 
formal requirements of law. 

. In the meantime the scheme had grown in the favor of the 
people. As the hostility between the Union and secession fac
tions increased, the desire for a separation from the old Com
monwealth grew in proportion. This sentiment was reinforced 
in the Convention by the coming of delegates from the Kanawha 
Valley which had theretofore been under the dominion of Gen
eral Wise. They were eager for speedy and radical measures. 
Thirty-nine counties were now represented in the Convention, 
sufficient in population and territory to constitute an independ
ent State, and they were quite unanimous in the desire for a 
separate government of homogeneous people divided by the 
Alleghenies. 

Nevertheless there was conservatism, if not direct oppo:>i
tion, enough among the delegates to make the project move 
slowly. Even among the leaders the "revolutionary heat had 
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CHAPTER XII. 

r··· 
THE NEW STATE ISSUE IN OONGRE8S. 

'OD the 29th of May, 1862, Senator Waitman T. Willey~ 
who in connection with Senator John S. Carlile, represented the 
restored government of Virginia in the U. S. Senate, presented 
to the Senate the application for the formation of a new State, 
the act of the Legislature of Virginia giving its assent thereto, 
a cvpy of the Constitution adopted by that portion of Virginia 
which proposed to erect a new State, and a certified copy of the 
returns of the vote in each county upon the adoption of that 
Oonstitution. 

Mr. Willey accompanied the application with an address in 
which he .recited the conditions which had prompted the move
ment, the several steps which had been taken by the loyal ooun
ties to save Virginia. from secession from the Union, and then 
presented some reasons why Congress should grant this appeal 
for an independent State. The following are the five reasons 
which Mr. Willey urged in support of the application: 

First. Let us consider the population. I have prepared the 
following table showing the white and slave population in each of 
the forty-e1ght counties of the proposed new State, and aleo the per 
cent. of slave population in each county, according to the census 
of 1860. 































































..., 

ARcnIBALD W. CAMPBELl,. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THE NEW STATE BILL IN THE HANDS OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN. 

The bill for the admission of the new State having p8.88ed 
both branches of Congress, now came into the hands of Mr. 
Lincoln for his approval. 

The opponents of the measure, both at home and at the 
National Capital, made their last stand to obtain a veto by the 
President. 'fhey were active and zealous in urging upon him 
the arguments against the bill beComing a law. Senator 
Carlile was now an open and active enemy of the new State 
movement. Shortly after the passage of the bill by the Senate, 
he declared in the course of his remarks on the Louisiana ques
tion that "if he had had the means of supporting his family 
without the three thousand a year he received lUI a Senator, he 
would have resigned his seat on the very day that the State of 
West Virginia was recognized by the Senate." 

This was a radical advance even for Mr. Carlile, and was 
thought to be such an impolitic declaration for a United States 
Senator to make from his seat, that his friends urged that it 
should be excluded from the published proceedings. But it did 
not escape the criticism of the newspapers of the Capital, 
whi.ch excoriated him without stint. The Legislature, then. sit
ting at Wheeling, passed a joint resolution on the 12th of De
cember, requesting him to resign his seat in the Senate, and 
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members of the Cabinet, and explain to them the true condition of 
the loyal people of West Virginia, and to answer, If possible, any 
objections they might urge either to the constltutlonallty or expedi
ency of the measure. To this end we called on Mr. Chase, Secre
tary of the Treasury; Mr. Seward, Secretary of St.ate; and Mr. 
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uccess of the elieved to be f much 

interest to our constituents; and that was to visit the President and 
appeal to him in the name of the loyal people of West Virginia fA) 

give the measure his approval. The President had had the b11l 
under (·onsideration for nine days, and under the Constitution the 
hour for action was at hand. We all felt confident that he would 
approve it, but such was our anxiety for its fate that we felt restive 
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ed at that inter not distinctly was 111 
he evening of December, 1862 m. G. 
rown, and my nt. We had ha seat. 

when Mr. LID.coln remarked that he was glad we had called, as he 
wished to talk to us as to the constitutionality and expediency of 
cr_ting the proposed new State out of a part of the State of 
Virginia. 

"Without waiting for a reply he went on to BaT that he bad 
consulted bls Cabinet on the above points, that he had their opin-
ons in writing, read them to u ot tell 

us which was w Brown just the d, a.ncl 
emarked that would be able pinion 
e read. You r d so In every I ad the 
ritten opinion er of his Cabin at of 

Mr. Smith. Mr. hase, and Mr. for us. 
Mr. Wells, Mr. Blair, and Mr. Bates, were against us. The Pnsl
dent then pulled out a drawer In the talble by which he was sitting, 
with the remark: 'Now, gentlemen, I will give you the odd trick;' 
and I rema.rbd, 'that ia the trick we hope to take.' One ~ 1 dQ 
luaow, that we three agreed afterwards, that Mr. Lincoln'.· ~ 









CHAPTER XIV. 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION RE-CONVENED ON THE 
"WILLEY AMENDMENT." 

The Convention which framed the Constitution had made 
provision, before its adjournment, for reconvening in case &f 
need. The new condition relating to slavery which Con.gresa 
had imposed as a qualification for the admission of the new 
State, made it necessary for the Convention to reassemble and. 
act upon it. Accordingly the Convention came together again 
on the 12th day of February, 1863. 

The exact question upon which the Convention was called 
upon to act, was that of incorporating in their Constitution the 
following provision, known as the ''Willey Amendment." 

"The children of slaves born within the limits of this State, 
after the f()urth day of July, 1863, shall be free; and all slaves 
within the State who shall, at the time aforesaid, be under the age 
of ten years, shall be free when they arrive at the age of twenty
one yeal'lS; and all slaves over ten and under twenty-one years shall 
be fl'ee when they arrive at the age of twenty-five years; and no 
slave shall be permitted to come into the StJate for permanent rest
dence therein." 

The adoption of the foregoing amendment was not a mat
ter of course either by the Convention or by a vote of the people. 
The opponents of the new' State measure now rallied all along 
the line to defeat it on this issue. 
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then, is not the wealth, population and power, political and 
physical, of New York, in the genial clime of Virginia instead of 
on the icy shores of the North river? Why is not Virginia the 
Empire State of the confederacy to-day rather than New York? 
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Missouri, with superior advantages, presents a population of 1,182,-
317, while Illinois shows 1,711,753. The ratio of increase in Illinois 
for the ten years preceding 1860 was 101 per cent., while that of 
Missouri was but 73 per cent. In 1810 Kentucky had a population 
of 406,511. Ohio at the same time had 230,760. Fifty years pass by, 
and Kentucky has 1,155,713, while Ohio shows 2,339,599. In 1810 
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Ions to the highest consideration in this connection. He extends 
the comparison between Illinois and Missouri to the value of lands, 
extent of internal improvements, cities, and to agriculture, manu
factures and wealth; and produces an array of figures and facts in 
favor of free labor over slave labor that is startling. 
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of these plain know how any an 
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slavery in Eastern Virginia precisely as it was and is. It will de
range no mutual interest; for there is little that is common to both 
sections. The Allegheny Mountains are the natural boundary of 
Eastern Virginia on the west, marked out by the Almighty hand. 
Their recognition as such would only be obedient to the commuds 
of nature and Providence. What trade, or tra1ftc or commercial 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

There are a few men whose lives were so closely linked 
with the work of erecting the new State of West Virginia that 
any history which did not associate their names intimately with 
the events of that period would be open to the criticism of in
gratitude and incompleteness. 

To the people of our State who still survive that period of 
our history, the names of these old pioneers in that movement, 
are household words. They have almost all passed to their 
final reward, but their memory deserves to be handed down to 
succeeding generations and perpetuated in the gratitude and 
homage of their children's children. 

Whatever West Virginia is, and is to be; whatever benefits 
and benefactions have come to us from being an independent 
State; whatever calamities we escaped in being rescued from 
alliance with the fortunes of the South; whatever of desolation 
and devastation to our homes and our possessions. were averted 
by being saved from becoming the theater and battleground 
of the most destructive war of modern times; whatever of hap
piness, and prosperity, and pride, and promise of the future 
this Mountain State now enjoys, is due to the heroism, and 
courage, and consecrated patriotism of these men who imperiled 
their lives and property to build for us a State government 





WAITMAN T. WILLEY. 

Waitman T. Willey was a man of very marked personality. 
Nobody ever knew him who forgot him. Nobody ever 

came under his influence who wae not conscious of the force 
of a strong character. No opponent ever heard his speech who 
was not shaken in his convictions, if not entirely converted. 
There are men living who heard his oratory as children who 
carry the impression in old age. There are men whose lives 
have been changed and the whole current of their career con
trolled by the effect of a single address or word of his advice. 

He was one of those men whose spirit diffuses itself as 
the fragrance of the flower is diffused through the atmosphere 
about it. It was not his disposition or habit to cultivate 
friends, but men were drawn to him spontaneously. His out
ward manner was not effusive but formal, yet he was greeted 
warmly by his most casual acquaintances, and those who had 
simply seen him and knew his face presumed on acquaintance
ship. Probably no man ever made friends more unconsciously 
or met with more surprises in the warm greetings of those who, 
to him, were entire strangers. It was the recognition in him 
of that genuine manhood, that kindly spirit, that unaesumed 
and unassuming fellowship which makes us all akin. Human 
nature, however depraved, reverences that which is good. The 
basis of all genuine friendship is goodness. We may admire 
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*WILLIAM ERSKINE STEVENSON. 

In no State of our honored Republic could the Executive 
chair have been filled more conscientiously or with a nobler 
manhood than in West Virginia during the difficult period from 
March 4, 1869, to 3d March, 1871. In the simplicity of his 
character, the sincerity of his purpose, the kindliness of his 
heart-impulses and an unflinching integrity and fearlessness, 
there was deep similarity with the immortal Lincoln. Through 
the door of suffering and discipline, beyond the reach of praise 
or censure, both have gone from mortal duty, and left as the 
heritage of their fellow men, sincere respect, honored memories, 
examples worth imitation to the end of time. 

He was born in Warren, Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, 
March 18, 1820, of Scotch-Irish parentage, the next eldest of 
nine children. In 1829 he relllOV('a- to Pittsburg, and was 
apprenticed to the cabinet-maker's trade, which he thoroughly 
mastered, as he did everything he attempted, and was soon re
puted to be one of the best and most skillful workmen in that 
city. In 1842 he wedded Sarah Clotworthy, a native of Phila
helphia. He was a member of all the local debating clubs, and 
his talents therein displayed first drew to him public attention. 
In 1856 he was elected to the Legislature and took'part in that 
memorable session which resulted in the election of Simon Cam-

*By permission from "Prominent Men of West Virginia." 
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the common acceptation of that term, which implies bigotry 
and perverseness. He was earnest and sincere in promulgating 
his opinions, but bigotry was as foreign to his nature as it could 
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it only ceased its action upon a theme or subject when it was 
thoroughly mastered and perfectly understood. He was one of 
the best informed men on all subjects the writer ever met. 
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*JAMES HENRY BROWN. 

For nearly half a century, the subject of this sketch has 
been a well-known character in the Great Kanawha Valle~·. 

He was born in Cabell county, Virginia, December 25, 1818, 
and was educated at Marietta College, Ohio, and at Augusta 
College, Kentucky, from the latter of which he was graduated 
in 1840. He studied law in the office of John Laidley, of 
Cabell county, and in 1842 was licensed as an attorney. His 
practice covers a period of fifty years in the Circuit Courts of 
Cabell, Lincoln and Kanawha counties, and in the United 
States District Court, the Court of Appeals of Virginia and 
West Virginia, and in the Supreme Court of the United States. 

In 1848, he located at Charleston, Kanawha county, where 
he has since resided. In the winter of 1854-5, he was a dele
gate to the Democratic State Convention, at Staunton, that 
nominated Henry A. Wise for Governor; and in 1855, he was a 
candidate for the State Se~ate, but was defeated. In 1856, he 
was a delegate from Kanawha county to the Democratic Con
vention at Parkersburg which nominated Albert G. Jenkins, of 
Cabell county, for Congress. 

Schooled in the doctrines of the fathers of the Constitution, 
he repudiated the modern heresy of secession. While he main
tained the just rights and reserved powers of the States and 

*By permission from "Prominent Men of West Virginia." 






























































